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incrensed registrations and guickened tewpo French electoral
compign:

£, twer 1,200,000 aew voters regiatered,

%, Candicdates sye draving record ¢rowds in record number seelings.
. ¥oll indicates record 88% piaa to vote,

Basically three-cornered race - with many tiekgts and 2lliiances
cospetiag for non-Communist vote né?gleai;;? possibility of

reslily stable majority.,

L. Couwsunisis.

{1) Confident tbat alliances this tise - unlike 1951
will be unable to deprive thes of seata cpuﬁcnanrnta
with popular strength.

{2) Playing up worker solidarity sand pressing for left
govermment .

#., Heados-Frapce Xepublican Front,

{Socislists, wmost Radicals sad misority of ex-Gusullists)

{1} Attascking Hight-Ceuter “atagmation.”

{2) 4dvooating parlismentary aud electoral refora to
strengthen executive

{3) A4diming largely at protest votes which usually go to
Communists.
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i, Fawre-Pinsy coalitiom.

{(Popular Hepublicans, conservatives, bloec eof

independents, ressants, =most ex-Gaullists; glso

right wing #adicals)

{1) ®¥laying up current prosperity and promise of
higher living stasdards,

(%) Alming at Mendes-France youih following with
cut in military service.

{3} Also asking support for reform perwiitisg eusier
dissolution of parlilament.

g, Anti-tax rightists (Poujadists, wmaialy) reohieg
negetive campaiga against both Mendes-Fraace and
taure candidates.

{1) So far not against Comsunisis,
{2) Their activity responsible for sowe violence
wo far,.
11, Coeotest between Kendes-France bloc and Faure-Pinay coafused
DeCcause !

4. kendes-France and Finay very close in basic ideology,
differiag only on wmethod.

2, PBoth blocs iaclude wide raage of oplaieas.

. Foreal platforus of tvo blocs very similasr

{1} oDnly clear issue separating them is state aid

for eburch schools (opposed by Rendes-France G5loc,)
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i¥., Bolh Pinay and Nesdes~-¥rance pessimistie:

5. Pinay fears loss of voies (o sati-tax candidates, thus
forcing use of proportiiocual representation in wsny
rreas and giving seais to Commuanists,

i, Hendes-France stales privetely his Republicaa Froni
can hope for only about 150 seats.

¥. Hotlh major aon-Comwmupnisi blocs vulnerable on Saar lasue:

4, Hendes~¥France on fsilure of his "destern Eurcpean

Ynion ssiulion,”’

25X6
¥, But results of the Sasr Landiag elections (18 Decemuer)
w#ill help rewmove Saar sy major electoral issue:

(1) ¥ailure of pro-~Cermsan blocs to win 75% of
Landtag reduces danger of stirviag up French
public.

{4) Present woderate Saar governseat will retain
oifice until aiter ?reaak eleetia&s'

I, :

!& December, for &he
O’ i*{'s.é ’3(%“ fi*&mt%w(j v fﬂ?{/ﬂ.»'f{,“

. -l e s kX
#. Communists to gaimr up to-ﬂ&-m&ats,giviag them about JX3.
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B. About t%" seats for Eeades~France's Republican Front
06 .

¢, About (272) seats for Faure~Finay coalition,
(1) Largesi gains for Finsy's Independentis;
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(2X3) Overall Gaullist stresgth e &‘fﬁ R
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F. 40 Algerisun.-sests Lo be-filled . later.
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